
Speaker Biographies – Progressing National SDGs implementation 
 
Fraser Reilly-King is the Research and Policy Manager at the Canadian Council for 
International Co-operation (CCIC). From 2014-15, CCIC was the national hub for the 
Beyond2015 campaign, with Fraser acting as the lead. Fraser currently sits on the 
Management Committee of the Reality of Aid Network as Vice-Chair, and was the 
North American representative to the CSO Partnership for Development Effectiveness 
from 2012-2014. He has written blogs on aid and development for the Ottawa Citizen 
and the Huffington Post. Prior to joining CCIC, Fraser worked for eight years at the 
Halifax Initiative Coalition (HI), doing research and advocacy on the International 
Financial Institutions and Export Credit Agencies. He has a Masters in Development 
Studies from the London School of Economics. 
 
Shannon Kindornay is an Independent Consultant and Adjunct Research Professor 
at the Norman Paterson School of International Affairs at Carleton University. Her 
research focuses on development cooperation, the global sustainable 
development agenda and aid and the private sector. Prior to joining Carleton 
University, Ms. Kindornay was a researcher at the North-South Institute for nearly 
five years where she led the development of NSI’s research portfolio on the role of 
the private sector in development and produced numerous reports, peer reviewed 
publications and commentaries on a range of policy issues. Ms. Kindornay holds 
degrees from Carleton University and Wilfrid Laurier University. 
 

 
Naiara Costa is an International Relations Analyst who currently leads the 
International Secretariat of Together 2030. She was the Advocacy Director of 
Beyond 2015, a global civil society campaign. Prior to that, she worked as an Advisor 
on Gender, Social and Economic Rights at the Permanent Mission of the United 
Kingdom in New York as well as a development advisor at the UK Department for 
International Development (DFID) in Brazil. Naiara has served the UN for more than 
a decade, working as a National Program Officer at UNAIDS in Brazil. She has also 
served the government of Brazil as an advisor at the Presidency of the Republic 
(National Anti-Drugs Secretariat) and the Ministry of Finance. Naiara worked as UN 
Public Affairs and Policy Advisor for the World Animal Protection. 

 
Deirdre de Burca currently works as the Advocacy Co-ordinator of the 
International Forum for National NGO platforms. IFP is a global network of 64 
national development platforms and 6 regional coalitions. Deirdre previously 
worked as Director of Advocacy for World Vision's Brussels office. . She was also 
a member of the EU Steering Committee of Concord's Beyond 2015 EU 
Taskforce which played an important role in influencing the position of the EU 
and its Member States during the UN negotiations on Agenda 2030. Deirdre was 
also one of the founding members of SDG Watch Europe -a broad alliance of 
European civil society organisations established in June 2015 and which works 
to ensure the full implementation of Agenda 2030/the SDGs by the EU and its 

Member States, (www.sdgwatcheurope.org) 
 

http://www.together2030.org/
http://www.sdgwatcheurope.org/


Oli Henman is the Global Coordinator of Action for Sustainable Development, 
a new and rapidly growing decentralised network of over 2,000 civil society 
organisations and local activists in more than 160 countries, who have come 
together to promote a more just and sustainable world. He leads the global 
advocacy and engagement with multilateral bodies such as the UN and other 
international institutions. He has considerable experience in working with 
civil society participation and governance in South America, Europe and 
around the world. In his previous role at CIVICUS he led key advocacy on 
setting the SDGs as the project manager for the ‘Sustainable Development 
2015’ project and regularly contributed to policy developments on citizen 

participation in the UN and EU decision-making; he was also a co-drafter of the Council of Europe's Code 
of Good Practice on Civil Participation. He is half-Brazilian and started his career working on 
participatory budgeting in the favelas and rainforests of Brazil. 
 

 
Mr. Adrián Moreira Muñoz is the Ministerial and Vice-Ministerial Advisor to 
the Ministry of National Planning and Economic Policy, Costa Rica. He is a 
Political Scientist graduated from the University of Costa Rica, with a Master's 
degree in International Trade, and serves as Ministerial and Vice-Ministerial 
Advisor to the Ministry of National Planning and Economic Policy in Costa Rica, 
specializing in topics of development analysis , planning and Sustainable 
Development Goals. Mr. Muñoz is an active member of the Costa Rican 
technical team responsible for the accession of Costa Rica to the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) on committee of public 
governance and was one of the key support members in the preparation of 

the Voluntary National Report (VNR) in 2017." 
 
Karen Del Biondo is a Policy Officer with the European Commission, which she 
joined in November 2017. Within the DG International Cooperation and 
Development, she works for the team responsible for integrating the Agenda 
2030 into EU development policy. Karen has worked for almost ten years on 
topics related to international development cooperation. As a researcher, she 
specialised in EU-Africa relations, democracy promotion and political 
conditionality at Ghent University, Stanford University and the Free University 
of Berlin. As a practitioner, she worked for 11.11.11 (an NGO) in Peru and for 
GIZ in Malawi.  
 

 
Hitomi Rankine is an Environmental Affairs Officer at the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific. She has over 15 years of experience in the 
area of sustainable development, working in both Latin America and the 
Caribbean and in Asia and the Pacific. Most recently she’s been helping to build 
the regional follow-up and review processes for the 2030 Agenda, with particular 
focus on strengthening inter-governmental dialogue and improving the quality of 
stakeholder engagement. Areas of research in the past have included green 
growth indicators, investment in natural capital and resource efficiency.  
 
 



Florence Syevuo is a renowned Civil Society Coalition Builder, Coordinator and 
Campaigner to ending poverty and inequalities in all its forms. She is the 
National Coordinator, Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) Kenya since 
2013. In November 2015, she was appointed as the Secretariat Coordinator of 
The SDGs Kenya Forum championing a harmonized approach to implementing 
the 2030 Agenda in Kenya by fostering partnership and ownership among all 
stakeholders    


